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Lesson Plan: North Dakota Votes for Women Campaign 

Overview of Lesson:  Students will read documents and political cartoons of the politics of the 
suffrage movement. Students will also read and analyze biographies of leading North Dakota 
suffragists.  

Grade level:  Grade 7 - 8.  Teachers may choose to use any or all of the three activities.   

Objectives:  Students will learn who the suffragists were, gain insight into the arguments 
surrounding the campaign for woman suffrage and learn how political ideas are presented in 
cartoons.   

Resources: In addition to resources provided in this lesson plan, refer to ndstudies.gov/gr8, Unit 
III, Lesson 4, Topic 8. 
https://www.ndstudies.gov/gr8/content/unit-iii-waves-development-1861-1920/lesson-4-
alliances-and-conflicts/topic-8-suffrage 
 
Learning the Language of the Women’s Suffrage Movement.  Before engaging students in 
the study of the historical Votes for Women campaign, the students should become familiar 
with the vocabulary of the movement.  Here is a list of important words.   
 

Voting or Vote.  A personal expression of a choice, often used in making political 
decisions.  For example: “I cast a vote for president today.”   

Suffrage.  A word referring to the right to vote in elections as a citizen.  Women asked 
for suffrage or the right to vote.  

Suffragist:  A woman or a man who supported voting rights for women. Suffragette was 
the term used in England for women who campaigned for the right to vote. 

Franchise or The Franchise.  Another word for the vote. This word is also used in the 
verb form as in “Women were enfranchised in 1920.” 

Campaign:  A word describing the actions of an organization or a group of people 
designed to gain public support in order to accomplish a goal or goals.   

Constitution:  A word derived from Middle English meaning “a body of rules, customs, 
or laws.” Each of the states has a constitution and the United States has a constitution.  
The constitution provides a framework for government.   

Amendment: A word meaning “to correct.”  An amendment makes a correction that 
improves a state constitution or the Constitution of the United States.   

 

https://www.ndstudies.gov/gr8/content/unit-iii-waves-development-1861-1920/lesson-4-alliances-and-conflicts/topic-8-suffrage
https://www.ndstudies.gov/gr8/content/unit-iii-waves-development-1861-1920/lesson-4-alliances-and-conflicts/topic-8-suffrage
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https://www.ndstudies.gov/gr8/content/unit-iii-waves-development-1861-1920/lesson-4-alliances-and-conflicts/topic-8-suffrage
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Activity 1. Research.  The campaign for women’s votes was a good topic for cartoonists.  There 
were many cartoons supporting woman suffrage and many that made fun of the campaign.  A 
few cartoons are available on this website and many others are available on the internet.  Using 
a safe search engine, students can research cartoons of the suffrage movement by typing in 
these search terms:  cartoon suffrage movement.  (caution: both U.S. and British cartoons will 
appear in this search). After viewing cartoons, students should analyze the images.  Use 
Worksheet: Analyzing an Image.  Students should be able to appropriately place cartoons in the 
pro-suffrage or anti-suffrage category. 

 

Activity 2.  North Dakota Suffragist Biographies.  Read the brief biographies presented here.  
Write a two-page paper about how these suffragists helped the suffrage cause.  Consider these 
questions before you write your paper: 

1. Do you see any common threads of activities or memberships among these women?  
2. Do you see any clues to the economic or educational status of these women?   
3. Do these women share common interests other than suffrage? 
4. How many are married?  Is that an important factor in their work as suffragists?  

 

Activity 3.  Anti-suffragism. Many men and some women did not believe that women should 
vote. To understand those opposed to woman suffrage, view, analyze, and discuss documents 
and images of the anti-suffrage movement.  

1) Students read Document 1. “A Woman’s Business.”   

2) Students view and analyze Cartoons 1 and 2.  Use Worksheet: Analyzing an Image. 

3) Discuss the arguments raised by women and men opposed to extending the suffrage to 
women.  Were these arguments strong?  Who would be convinced by these arguments?  Do the 
cartoons raise important concerns?   

4) Following a brief discussion on suffrage opposition, ask students to view and analyze  
Cartoon 3, “The Dignity of the Franchise,” using Worksheet: Analyzing an Image. 

5) Students can write a brief commentary addressing the question:  Does Cartoon 3, which first 
appeared in Punch magazine in 1905, support or oppose the extension of voting to women? 
Explain your position.   
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Worksheet:  Analyzing an Image 

Images, whether paintings, drawings, cartoons, or photographs, are made up of details that 
combine to convey a message.  The Artist who made the photo or drawing is trying to tell the 
Viewer something.  The Viewer, however, brings her or his own ideas to the image which may 
affect the message.  Use this worksheet to analyze the cartoon to determine the Artist’s 
message. Then, determine how you, the Viewer, understand the message.  

Date when Image was published: _______ Where was Image published:____________________________ 

Name of Artist _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

1. What do you see in this image? It may help to use your imagination to divide the image 

into quadrants (four parts).  Examine each part carefully to find all the details. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How many people are in the image?  Are they men or women?  __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are the people wearing? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Are there objects in the picture? Are people carrying objects?  What are the objects? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Are there labels on the people or the objects?  ____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Does this image have a political message?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Does this image want you to respond emotionally? What is your feeling about this 

image? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Read the caption.  What is the message the Artist was sending in to the Viewer? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Did you respond to the image in the way you think the Artist wanted you to?  What was 

your response to this image?  Do you think the Artist made the message clear?  Does the 

image have the same message today as it had when it was first published?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Cartoon 6 
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Document 1- The North Dakota Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage handed out this 
document. SHSND 50189-7. 


