
















For Lewis and Clark, the winter would prove a 
long one in this regard. 20 

Whatever else can be said about the 1804-1805 
winter at Fort Mandan-and much can be-the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition got off on the wrong 
foot in one particularly important area: honestly 
stating their objectives to their hosts. There is 
no question that the expedition's leaders sought 
to establish peace and encourage a thriving trade 
relationship with the Knife River tribes. But it is 
also true that Lewis, at least, understood some of 
the long-term implications of their visit. What was 
being attempted, though not openly proposed to 
the people at Knife River, was the establishment 
of an outpost on the Great Plains by a nation 
fully intending to search westward as quickly as 
possible. Lewis was understandably nervous about 
announcing such plans; and even though both he 
and Jefferson hoped that the incorporation of the 
vast Louisiana Territory would be peaceful and 

the assimilation of Indian peoples smooth, they 
knew from history that this was seldom the case. 
Indeed, the construction of Fort Mandan marked 
the beginning of the end of Native American inde­
pendence on the northern plains. It ushered in 
a period which, for the Indians concerned, would 
be masked by broken promises, economic domina­
tion, and finally, the loss of their very lands. 
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