








































54. Mr. Sologuk, a very articulate man, spoke with me several times 
abut life in the Washburn mines; the bulk of the information 
used in this article came from an interview on August 26, 1974. 
Nick was 82 years old at that time. 

55. Mrs. Nick (Anastasia) Krush of Wilton, the widow of a miner, 
was one who did such baking. Her children remember that 
her huge dough pan was usually empty only long enough to be 
washed. 

56. Wilton News, February 2, 1912. 

57. Ibid., December 21, 1906; November 1, 1912; many articles in 
the Wilton News during the mine's history report this problem. 

58. Ibid., July 19, August 16, October 25, 1912. 

59. Ibid., August 2, 1912. 

60. Ibid., October 25, December 20, 1912. 

61. lbid., July 9, September 17, November 19, 1915. 

62. Ibid., January 3, 1913; July 14, 1916; Sologuk interview. 

63. Sologuk interview. 

64. Wilton News, November 2, 1917; Danielson, Washburn leader, 
June 20, 1957, C-4. 

65. Wilton News, October 20, 1916; interviews with Sologuk, 
Oshanyk and retired Wilton merchant Peter Leif. 

66. Wilton News, October 16, November 13, 1908; January 21, 
1910. These articles are typical of many printed through the 
years. Editor Stewart was also a Presbyterian clergyman, and he 
wrote many commentaries against the "blind pigs" and gambling 
parlors after he took control of the paper in 1910. 

67. See the Biennial Reports of the State Engineer (Various cities: State 
Printer, 1909-1918); the quotation from the 1913-1914 Report 
appears on page 53. 

68. See Wilton News, October 31, 1924; Sologuk and Leif interviews. 
Less severely injured patients were put on the cabooses of coal 
trains headed for Bismarck. 

69. State Engineer, Eighth Biennial Report (Fargo: State Printer, 
1918), 51. Wilton News, August 30, 1918; this article repons 
plans for a Wilron observance of Labor Day by the union and 
notes, "This was their second year as an organization." 

70. General biographical information about this pivotal labor union 
figure in American history can be found in Thomas Robson Hay, 
"John L. Lewis," Colliers Encyclopedia, XIV (New York: Crowell, 
Collier and MacMillan, Inc., 1967), 530. 

71. Sologuk interview; Wilton News, March 29, August 30, 1918, 
March 28, 1919, September 2, 1921. 

72. Sologuk interview. 

73. Hay, 530. 

74. Wilton News, November 7, 1919. 

75. Ibid., November 14, December 12, 1919. 

76. Ibid., November 14, 1919. 

77. Bismarck Daily Tribune, November 13, 1919. 

78. Ibid., November 17, 1918; Wilton News, November 21, 1919. 

79. Wilton News, November 28, 1919. 

80. Bismarck Daily Tribune, November 26, 1919. 

81. Wilton News, November 28, December 5, 19, 1919. 

82. Ibid., December 12, 1919. 

83. Bismarck Daily Tribune, March 27, 1920; the article declares that 
"miners are among the highest paid workmen in North Dakota." 

84. Interviews with Peter Leif and Glen Skinner, Wilton News, 
Diamond Jubilee Edition, June 20, 1974; interview with Mrs. 
Nick Krush, Wilton News, April 12, 1973. 

85. State Mine Inspector, Third Biennial Report (Bismarck: np, 1921), 
15. 

248 

86. Skinner interview, Wilton News, June 20, 1974, C-24; Wilton 
News, September 29, 1922. 

87. Wilton News, April 7, August 25, September 1, October 6, 1922. 

88. Henry R. Martinson, History of North Dakota labor (NP: np, 
1970). See also: Wilton News, February 16, 1923, and issues for 
March, 1924. 

89. Bismarck Farmer-Labor State Record, October 18, 1923. 

90. Wilton News, December 20, 1923, and February 21, 1924; 
Martinson, History of North Dakota Labor; the Bismarck Farmer­
labor State Record carried weekly advertisements placed by the 
UMW local at Beulah which warned against trading in that 
Mercer County city from August 2, 1923, until February 7, 1924. 

91. Sologuk interview. 

92. Bismarck Farmer-Labor State Record, March 6, 20, 1924. 

93. Ibid., March 27, 1924. 

94. Bismarck Daily Tribune, August 11, 1924; Bismarck Farmer-Labor 
State Record, August 7, 1924. 

95. Bismarck Farmer-Labor State Record, August 21, 26, 1924 ; the 
call for a boycott of Wilton and the WLCC appears in the August 
7, 1924, edition of this paper. See also: Bismarck Tribune, August 
11, 1924; Bismarck North Dakota Nonpartisan, August 27, 1924. 

96. Bismarck Farmer-Labor State Record, August 21, 1924; Bismarck 
Tribune, August 11, 1924. 

97. Although frequently recounted by those who lived in Wilton at 
that time, this story cannot be documented; those who recall the 
incident also refuse to name any of the participants. 

98. Bismarck North Dakota Nonpartisan, September 17, 1924. 

99. Rogowski interview. 

100. Wilton News, August 29, September 5, 19, 1924. 

101. Bismarck Farmer-Labor State Record, August 14, 1924; Rogowski 
and Sologuk interviews. 

102. Ibid. 

103. Interview with Mrs. Nick Krush, Wilton News, April 12, 1973. 

104. Sologuk interview. 

105. John A. Gjevre, Saga of the Soo: West From Shoreham (Lacrosse, 
Wisconsin; privately printed, 1973), 52. The Bismarck Farmer­
labor State Record, August 7, 1924, notes that the WLCC was 
maintaining friendly relations with the miners, but Sologuk, 
Rogowski and other former miners declare that animosity 
replaced all cordial feelings after the strike ended. 

106. The pay slips belonging to former WLCC miner John Oshanyk 
show union dues deducted in 1924, but not in 1925. 

107. Wilton News, May 1, June 19, 1925. 

108. Ibid., September 30, November 28, 1927; Krush interview, April 
12, 1973. 

109. Ibid., March 20, June 30, 1930. 

110. Ibid., June 13, 20, October 3, 1930. Repons of the beatings were
not published in the local press, but the events were (and are) 
common knowledge. 

111. A list of mines operating in the area during the Depression was 
supplied to the author by L.W. Asplund of Wilton; he and his 
father owned and worked one of the small mines. 

112. Interviews with Mrs. David McGinnis and Martin Bjorke, Wilton 
News, June 20, 1974. 

113. Ibid., November 13, 1931. 

114. Interview with John Oshanyk, Ibid., June 20, 1974; Sologuk 
interview. 

115. Minutes of the Wilton City Council, February, 1937. 

116. Wilton News, August 8, 1946. 

117. Ibid., February 17, 1919. 
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