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Figure 6. Two Hearts, a Hidatsa warrior and friend of Poor Wolf, is depicted by Poor Wolf on a horse-raiding 

expedition in 1864. Almost forty years later, Poor Wolf vividly remembers the dog, whose barking endangered the 

raiders, and the beauty of the stallion Two Hearts is about to cut loose. (SHSND 943) 

also bring the buffalo when food is scarce. They 
also cure wounds. There is also corn in the ear, and 
in a basket; red foxes, swift foxes, arrowheads, and 
things to make the wind blow right. Such things as 
these I took out on to a hill talked to them, saying, 
"I do not need you any more," and threw them to 
the winds. For doing so, Crow's Breast, the Gros 
Ventre chief, called me a fool. 

(Addressing a younger man who had become a 
Christian, he said): I am very old and am waiting 
to go above, but you are young yet. Persevere in 
the way of God. So many of our young men are 
given up to the old dances and vices. (In this strain 
the old man talked at length to his friend at break­
fast, after the usual blessing had been asked.) 

(Recorded for the Historical Society of North Dakota 
by C. L. Hall, August 13th, 1906) 

About the Editor 

Poor Wolf (Tsesha-Hadhadish) was born about 
1820 in the Awaxawi village on the Knife River 
and lived through a tumultuous era for the Hidat­
sa people. Poor Wolf survived the 1837 smallpox 
epidemic as a young warrior, was present at the 
signing of the Fort Laramie Treacy, and later visited 
Washington, D.C. He died in 1916. In the early 
1900s, he told Rev. Charles L. Hall detailed sto­
ries from his life. Hall (1847-1940), a Congrega­
tional minister, and his wife Emma arrived at Fort 
Berthold in 1876 as missionaries to the Mandan, 
Hidatsa, and Arikara people, serving until their re­
tirement in 1922. At Like-A-Fishhook village and 
later in Elbowoods, Hall was known as Ho Washte, 
or Good Voice, for his love of singing. 
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