












Arikaras. By this time native lifeways were shat
tered, and many aspects of their original culture 
remained only in the memory of older adults. 

The abandonment of the Missouri River fur trade 
posts eventually was to result in the loss of all their 
above-ground remains. Fort Clark was in part 
torn down and its timber fed into the fireboxes of 
steamboats to meet their insatiable need for fuel; 
Fort Union was purchased by the government, and 
its buildings were dismantled and used to build 
nearby Fort Buford. 

Nearly two decades passed before the first settlers 
moved into the localities abandoned by Forts Clark 
and Union. Today, the grass-covered remains of Fort 
Clark and the associated Indian village may be visited 
at Fort Clark State Historic Site near Stanton, under 
the management of the State Historical Society. At 
Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site, 
where the National Park Service has reconstructed 
the fort and trading post, visitors may stroll the 

grounds and imagine what life was like during its 
heyday. Fort Totten, which served as a military post 
from 1867 to 1890 and then became, successively, 
an Indian boarding school, health facility, and res
ervation school (1891-1959), is preserved today 
as Fort Totten State Historic Site with seventeen 
original buildings still maintained. The legacy of 
the Missouri River fur trade era is embodied in these 
remaining posts and in the rare historical sources 
preserved from this period in North Dakota history. 

About the Author 

W Raymond Wood is professor emeritus of Anthro
pology at the University of Missouri at Columbia. 
He received the undergraduate and M.A. degree at 
the University of Nebraska and the Ph.D. from the 
University of Oregon. Dr. Wood has written exten
sively about both the prehistoric and historic eras on 
the northern plains and has conducted archaeologi
cal investigations at many Missouri River sites. 

Originally published in North Dakota History, Vol. 61.3:2-6 (1994). 

1. This article is based on an essay by W. Raymond Wood, originally 
published as "Early Fur Trade on the Northern Plains," in 7he Fur 
Trade in North Dakota, Virginia L. Heidenreich, ed. (Bismarck: 
State Historical Society of North Dakota, 1990). 

2. Lawrence J. Burpee, ed., journals and Letters of Pierre Gaultier 
de ¼rennes de la Verendrye and his Sons, Publications of the 
Champlain Society, vol. 16 (Toronto: Ballantyne Press, 1927); 
and G. Hubert Smith, 7he Explorations of the La Verendryes in 
the Northern Plains, 1738-43, W. Raymond Wood, ed. (Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1980). 

3. W. Raymond Wood and Thomas D. Thiessen, Early Fur Trade 
on the Northern Plains: Canadian Traders Among the Mandan and 
Hidatsa Indians, 1138-1818 (Norman: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1985), p. 10. 

4. Wood and Thiessen, Early Fur Trade, pp. 96-112. 

5. Ibid., pp. 52-69, tables 2-4.

6. Ibid., pp. 42---47. 

7. A.P. Nasatir, Before Lewis and Clark: Documents Illustrating the 
History of the Missouri, 1785-1804 (Sr. Louis: Sr. Louis Historical 
Documents Foundation, 1952), vol. 1, p. 331. 

8. Ibid., pp. 82, 160-161. 

9. David Williams, "John Evans' Strange Journey,' American Historical 
ReviewQanuary 1949), pp. 277-295, and (April 1949), pp. 508-529. 

I 0. Wood and Thiessen, Early Fur Trade, pp. 29---42, Map 3, Table I. 

11. The history of this phase of the fur trade is well explored in 
two general studies: Hiram Martin Chittenden, 7he American 
Fur Trade of the Far West, 2 vols. (Stanford: Academic Reprinrs, 
1 954); and David J. Wishart, 7he Fur Trade of the American West, 
1807-1840 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979). 

North Dakota History 

12. Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., Early Western Travels, 1748-1846, 
vol. 22 (Cleveland: Arthur P. Clark Co., 1904-06), pp. 379-
380. 

13. Thomas James, 7hree Years Among the Indians and Mexicans, Milo 
M. Quaife, ed. (New York: Citadel Press, 1966), pp. 26-27. 

14. Thwaites, Early Western Travels, vol. 23, pp. 223, 226. 

15. Alan R. Woolworth and W. Raymond Wood, "The Archeology 
of a Small Trading Post (Kipp's Post, 32MN 1 ), in the Garrison 
Reservoir, North Dakota," Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 
176 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1960), pp. 
239-305; and "Excavations at Kipp's Post," North Dakota History, 
vol. 29, no. 3 Quly 1962), pp. 237-251. 

16. George Catlin, Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs, and 
Condition of the North American Indians, 2 vols. (Minneapolis: 
Rossand Haines, Inc., 1967): and Maximilian, Prince of Wied, 
Travels in the Interior of the North America, in Thwaites, Early 
Western Travels, vols. 22-25. See also: William H. Goetzmann, 
David C. Hunt, Marsha V Gallagher, and William J. Orr, Karl 
Bodmers America (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984). 

17. Erwin N. Thompson, Fort Union Trading Post: Fur Trade Empire 
on the Upper Missouri (Medora, N. Oak.: Theodore Roosevelt 
Nature and History Association, 1986). 

18. Ibid., p. 93. 

19. Gregory S. Camp, "The Chippewa Fur Trade in the Red River 
Valley of the North, 1790-1830," in 7he Fur Trade in North 
Dakota, Virginia L. Heidenreich, ed. 

20. G. Hubert Smith, Like-a-Fishhook Village and Fort Berthold, 
Garrison Reservoir, North Dakota (Washington, D.C.: National 
Park Service, Anthropological Papers No. 2, 1972). 

95 


