












Arikaras. By this time native lifeways were shat­
tered, and many aspects of their original culture 
remained only in the memory of older adults. 

The abandonment of the Missouri River fur trade 
posts eventually was to result in the loss of all their 
above-ground remains. Fort Clark was in part 
torn down and its timber fed into the fireboxes of 
steamboats to meet their insatiable need for fuel; 
Fort Union was purchased by the government, and 
its buildings were dismantled and used to build 
nearby Fort Buford. 

Nearly two decades passed before the first settlers 
moved into the localities abandoned by Forts Clark 
and Union. Today, the grass-covered remains of Fort 
Clark and the associated Indian village may be visited 
at Fort Clark State Historic Site near Stanton, under 
the management of the State Historical Society. At 
Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site, 
where the National Park Service has reconstructed 
the fort and trading post, visitors may stroll the 

grounds and imagine what life was like during its 
heyday. Fort Totten, which served as a military post 
from 1867 to 1890 and then became, successively, 
an Indian boarding school, health facility, and res­
ervation school (1891-1959), is preserved today 
as Fort Totten State Historic Site with seventeen 
original buildings still maintained. The legacy of 
the Missouri River fur trade era is embodied in these 
remaining posts and in the rare historical sources 
preserved from this period in North Dakota history. 
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