




















reveal some similarities, but there are some signifi­
cant differences. 

The sod house frontier theme, often applied uni­
formly to the Great Plains, does not fit North 
Dakota nearly as well as it fits the central plains. 
Log houses were not rarities in early North 
Dakota. Homesteaders were willing to go rela­
tively long distances to procure materials. The 
dominance of frame construction was not a 
simple transfer of European or Middle Western 
practices; the arched roofs on many claim shacks 
suggest their origins as portable structures. The 
fine-scale mosaic of ethnic settlements across the 
state contrasts with broader-scale variations in 
the physical environment, permitting the infer­
ence that housing choices more often depend on 
culture than on environment. In general, "pref­
erence" may be a better descriptor than "neces­
sity" in describing folk housing practices on the 
northern plains. 

The data analyzed here are a unique and valuable 
source of information about pioneer life. Many 

North Dakotans have already found these data 
useful in tracing family and local histories. Com­
parable questionnaires do not exist for other 
states although the spread of oral history projects 
may make more autobiographical data available. 
Unfortunately, this will probably not provide 
detailed, quantitative information of the type 
collected by the Historical Data Project in North 
Dakota. 
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