










the buffaloes had not come as usual, so that the 
village was very near to starvation. But Spotted 
Eagle made medicine for the rain and soon every­
thing was changed: rain fell, the corn began to 
grow, and the grass began to get green, and plenty 
of buffaloes soon came near the village. Presently 
everyone was feasting and had entirely forgotten 
the famine they had just passed through. 

They lived at this village several years, but one 
day Spotted Eagle and Corn Silk were in the lake 
bathing while their son played along the edge of 
the water. After a time the boy came to where his 
mother's clothes were lying and began to pull them 
about. He saw something white there among 
her clothes, and took it in his hand to look at it. 
Then he held it up and called out, "What is this, 
mother?" Corn Silk knew it at once as the shell she 
had snatched from the neck of her husband, and by 
keeping it hidden she had been able to prevent her 
husband from harming her. At the same instant 
Spotted Eagle saw and recognized the shell, too. 

Eagerly he leaped forward and began to hasten at 
his utmost speed for the shore, where his son stood 
holding the magic shell. Neither of them could 
go very fast because of the deep water in which 
they were standing, but they ploughed through 
the water, Spotted Eagle ahead, and Corn Silk only 
one step behind him. At last he reached the shore, 
snatched the shell from his son's hand and turned 
himself instantly into a great eagle that soared away 
up into the sky. Corn Silk came up too late to 
save the shell, and she scolded her son severely for 
having been the means of losing his father forever. 

But Spotted Eagle called down to her from where 
he was circling overhead, "My son shall be called 
Ma-ta-we-ke-ta-da (The-Down-Looking-Around­
Eagle) and he shall be like me." Then he flew away 
and they never saw him again. 

0. G. Libby was listed as the author of this article in
1910. Libby also published a shorter version of the
story of Corn Silk in 1908. In that version Joseph
Packineau, a mixed-blood resident of Elbowoods who
often acted as Libby's interpreter, is listed as the source.
An examination of Libby's jieldnotes reveals that the
story of Corn Silk was told to him by a number of
residents of the Fort Berthold reservation. It appears
that Libby combined these different versions into the
story published by the Society in 1910.

Most of the images used to illustrate this article were 
created by Mandan, Hidatsa, and Dakota people in 
the late 1800s to early 1900s. Although not origi­
nally created to illustrate this story, they have been 
adapted to that purpose. 
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Orin G. Libby (1864-1952), the "Father of North 
Dakota History," received the Ph.D. in history 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1895. In 
1902 he joined the faculty of the University of 
North Dakota, where he taught until his retire­
ment in 1945. He also served as secretary of the 
State Historical Society of North Dakota and ini­
tiated and was editor of the Collections and North 
Dakota Quarterly, predecessors to North Dakota 
History. Libby worked tirelessly to preserve the 
early history of North Dakota, particularly of 
the American Indian people who had long called 
the region home. One of his best-known works, 
originally published in the Collections in 1920, 
was republished in 1998 as The Arikara Narrative 
of Custer's Campaign and the Battle of the Little 
Bighorn. Like much of Libby's work, it remains 
essential to the study of the history of the north­
ern plains. 

This article has been condensed from the original publication in the 
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