


















having their weekly-monthly bingo parlor game 
and stuff, so let's make legal people out of all them 
that were conducting the event." But little by little 
it's crept up on us. 

The greatest change that has occurred during my 
life is in the standard of living. This house we live 
in here, in the days that I was a kid growing up, 
would have looked like a mansion. We experience 
an affluence unknown to any people in recorded 
history. We have to be careful that we don't empha­
size those aspects of life to the point where it will 
choke us off. In other words, if we demand so 
many of the amenities of life that we utilize more 
of the natural resources than we're entitled to or 
than we should take, eventually we will destroy the 
very thing that we want to maintain. That's the 
way I look at it. We've got to be careful. 

In the political arena, I see a falling away of 
personal interest by the younger generation. Now 
maybe there weren't any greater percentages of 
them involved when I was in [my] early twenties 
or thirties. But it surely seems like it to me-that 
there is a lack of joining up, a lack of accepting the 
responsibility [to be] part of the political action. 
Economic influence on government is getting so 
heavy that it's becoming a disincentive for the 
average person to seek public office. I'm afraid 
what's happening is, the affluent and the people 
that are privileged with the most resources and 
have the access to the most financial resources have 
the upper hand right from the start-right from 
the minute that the campaign gate is open. 

I think that a representative form of government 
is so precious, and anything that approaches it is 
denied to so many millions of people the world 
over. Far too few people in this country-I'm 
speaking of the country as a whole and including 
our state-are conscious of what it really means 
and what it has accomplished for us. When people 
lose confidence, we're heading for trouble. I wish 
I had the answer to it, but I guess I don't. I can 

only hope-and I'm an eternal optimist-that 
we'll come to our senses just as we're coming to 
our senses in the use of tobacco, smoking. We'll 
have to come to our senses on liquor and eventu­
ally on gambling, but I don't want to harp on that, 
because I don't want to appear as a fanatic on it. 
Like a lady told me, "I have eternal hope that we're 
going to see a reverse of this trend." There has to 
be some resurgence that takes hold of this country 
and establishes a degree of responsibility for what's 
going on. 

This article is based on a series of oral history interviews 
with Arthur A. Link conducted by Gerald Newborg 
in 1993 and 2002. The questions have been omitted, 
and the presentation has been reorganized and edited. 
Brief editorial explanations, in italics, are scattered 
throughout the text. The full interviews consist of 
approximately 11 ½ hours of tape and are available 
at the State Archives and Historical Research Library 
of the State Historical Society of North Dakota. 

This is not intended to be a balanced historical 
account, but rather a personal perspective based on 
the narrator's own words. 
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